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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


July  11,  1952 
Letter  No. 528 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


As  of  3  p.m.  yesterday  the  latest  BAE  crop  report  is  getting  its 
share  of  attention  here  in  the  Department.    As  you  know  it's  th©  first  of 
the  season  that  gives  an  indication  of  how  feed  grain  plantings  add  up. 

It  describes  prospects  for  '52  crops  as  second  only  to  the  re- 
cord total  production  of  19^30    Total  acreages  planted  and  to  he  harvested 
are  slightly  larger  than  average 0    Com  acreage  for  harvest  is  estimated 
at  just  under  82  and  a  quarter  million  acres,  "better  than  900  thousand 
above  '51  hut  falling  ahout  7 -3 A  million  short  of  '52  goals.    Oats  acreage 
tops  38-2/3  million,  that:s  106  percent  of  last  year  hut  3  million  less 
than  the  goal.    Soybean  plantings  are  estimated  at  105  percent  of  last 
year.,.13o9  million  acres... and  that's  .9  million  acres  ahove  the  '52  goals. 

As  for  wheat,  prospects  are  for  a  total  crop  exceeded  csily  hy 
•ij-7  GJnd  9k89   Winter  wheat  yields  have  "been  hotter  than  expected  in  many 
instances,  hut  additional  acreages  have  "been  abandoned  in  some  dry  areas. 
Spring  wheat  expectations  have  dropped  since  June  1.    Total  expectations 
for  wheat  are  1  billion  2i*9  million  bushels. 

Yield  prospects  show  a  wide  variation  among  crops,    Jur^  brought 
good  "corn  weather"  and  excellent  conditions  for  harvesting  winter  grains 
and  hay,  but  the  weather  was  not  so  good  for  spring  sown  grains.  Total 
corn  crop  estimate  was  pegged  at  3  billion  365  million  bushels* . .that's 
better  than  h  million  above  last  year.    Rice  appears  to  be  the  Qfcly  crop 
that  is  likely  to  produce  a  record  outturn  in  1952. 


Tuesday's  Cotton  Report 

First  report  of  the  season  on  cotton  acreage  came  out  Tuesday, 
Crop  reporters  estimate  that  there  were  Just  over  26  million  acres  of  cotton 
in  cultivation  on  July  1.    That's  nearly  7  percent  less  than  last  year  at 
this  time,  but  21  percent  above  the  ten  year  average.    Present  asrea-ge 
falls  nearly  2  million  acres  short  of  the  28  million  acre  goal. 

.  •  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  have  about  the  samp  acreage 

as  last  year;  those  west  of  the  Mississippi,  with  the  exception  of 
California  and  Arizona,  show  sharp  drops  in  aereag©. 


Foot -and -Mouth  laboratory  Hearings 


Wednesday  "brought  announcement  "by  Secretary  Brannan  of  time  and 
place  of  hearings  on  the  proposal  to  locate  the  foot-and-mouth  laboratory 
on  Plum  Island,  N.  Y.    They'll  "be  held  July  1^,  15,  17  and  18  at  New  London, 
Connc;  Old  Saybrook,  Conn.;  Greenport,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.;  and  Bridgehampton, 
Long  Island,  N.  Y.  respectively. 

Funds  for  establishing  the  lab  were  made  available  by  Congress  and 
approved  by  President  Truman  last  week.    One  requirement  is  that  such  a  lab 
be  built  on  a  Government  owned  island  entirely  surrounded  by  deep,  navigable 
water.    Plum  Island  meets  these  requirements.    The  hearings  are  also  re- 
quired by  law  to  allow  those  who  reside  within  25  miles  of  the  island  to 
voice  their  opinions  on  the  proposed  location.    Definite  decision  as  to  the 
location  of  the  lab  will,  of  course,  not  be  made  until  after  such  hearings 
are  completed. 

Cause  of  X-Disease  Identified 

The  long-time  mystery,  X-Disease,  has  been  produced  in  healthy 
animals  in  cooperative  research  with  the  Tennessee  Experiment  Station  by 
chlorinated  naphthalene,  a  chemical  found  in  various  products  used  on  the 
farm.    Researchers  are  certain  that  the  chlorinated  naphthalene  is  one 
cause  of  the  disease  but  are  continuing  to  look  for  others.    For  instance, 
the  ingredient  or  chemical  that  is  responsible  for  certain  commercial  feeds 
causing  the  disease.    You've  been  sent  complete  details  in  USDA  release 
1^39-52. 

"Air  Sac"  Research  in  States 

Further  details  on  the  cooperative  research  on  "air  sac  infection" 
of  poultry  were  announced  last  week.    The  work,  to  be  carried  on  in  seven 
State  experiment  stations,  will  search  for  cause  of  the  disease,  improved 
methods  of  diagnosis,  how  it's  spread,  and  how  it  can  be  controlled  or  erad- 
icated.   Specific  aspects  slated  for  exploration  are:     (l)  The  nature  of  the 
agent  causing  the  disease,  (2)  the  relationship  of  air  sac  infection  to  other 
respiratory  diseases  in  poultry,  (3)  the  possibility  of  transmitting  the 
disease  through  the  egg,  (h)  the  effect  of  live-virus  vaccination  against 
other  diseases  on  the  spread  of  air  sac  infection,  (5)  effects  of  antibiotics 
on  the  disease,  and  (6)  the  effect  of  proper  sanitation  on  control  of  the 
infection. 

Various  phases  of  this  research  will  be  carried  on  at  the  State 
agricultural  experiment  stations  in  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Georgia,  Maryland, 
^ssachusetts,  North  Carolina  and  Virginia. 

Farm  Safety  Week  July  20  to  26 

Am  sure  many  of  you  are  making  special  plans  for  observing  Farm 
Safety  Week.    Enclosed  is  Farm  Mobilization  Fact  Sheet  No.  12  devoted  to 
Farm  Safety.    I  think  you  may  find  it  a  helpful  source  of  facts  and  ideas. 
Note  the  listed  sources  for  further  information  on  the  back  page. 
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Spotlight  on  the  Bee 

Department  entomologists  tell  us  they're  convinced  the  honey  "bee 
is  as  important  to  farmers  as  2,^-D  or  contour  farming.    It's  all  "because 
of  his  important  role  as  a  pollinetor  of  more  than  50  of  our  "basic  farm 
crops.    Without  the  honey  "bee,  we  have  no  assurance  of  getting  adequate  pol- 
lination and  seed  yields  for  those  crops. 

Prime  examples  of  our  dependance  on  the  honey  "bee  to  do  a  Job  that 
nature  used  to  do  with  other  pollinating  insects  is  in  alfalfa  seed  produc- 
tion in  Utah.    In  1925  twenty-six  million  pounds  were  harvested. .  .now  they 
harvest  less  than  12  percent  of  that  amount. ..ah out  3  million,  pounds  a  year. 
Intensive  cultivation  and  modern  farming  methods  have  destroyed  so  many 
homes  of  the  natural  pollinators  that  they're  no  longer  there  to  do  the  pol- 
linating Job.    The  result  is  lower  yields  per  acre.    The  same  is  true  for 
red,  Ladino,  and  sweet  clover, 

Research  has  shown  the  use  of  honey  "bees  can  correct  the  lack  of 
natural  pollinators  and  result  in  greatly  improved  yields.    For  example, 
work  in  Arizona  has  shown  that  honey  bees  can  "make  or  "break"  the  cantaloup 
crop. 

And  Department  researchers  are  now  carrying  on  work  that  promises 
to  give  the  honey  "bee  added  significance  to  cotton  growers.  As  yet  there's 
no  further  detail  on  that  lead. 

White -Fringed  Beetle  Area  Shifts  and  Grows 

Moderate  extensions  of  the  white -fringed  beetle  regulated  area 
were  announced  last  Saturday,  July  5,  for  Alabama,  Florida,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  and' Tennessee  to  include  infestations  discovered  there  during 
the  last  year. 

In  this  area,  USDA  and  cooperating  States  supervise  the  movement 
of  plants  that  might  spread  the  white -fringed  beetle.    Localized  infesta- 
tions in  newly  invaded  counties  will  be  included  within  the  regulated  areas 
for  the  first  time  in  portions  of  Lauderdale  county,  Mississippi,  and  Tip- 
ton county,  Tennessee. 

Extensions  of  regulated  areas  in  sections  already  infested  will 
be  made  in  the  Alabama  counties  of  Baldwin,  Dallas,  Escambia,  Mobile,  and 
Monroe;  Escambia  county,  Florida;  Washington  parish,  Louisiana;  and  Covington, 
Jones,  Perry,  Rankin,  and  Simpson  counties,  Mississippi. 

However  no  beetles  were  found  in  scouting  of  previously  existing 
small  infestations  in  Evans  and  Telfair  counties,  Georgia;  Bladen  county, 
North  Carolina;  and  Richland  county,  South  Carolina.    Therefore  these  coun- 
ties are  being  removed  from  the  regulated  area. 

Speaking  of  the  RFD  Meeting 

Chart  books  on  "The  Fifth  Plate"  story  have  been  mailed  to  those 
who,  while  at  the  RFD  meeting,  indicated  they'd  like  another  copy.  Others 
may  have  another  copy  for  the  asking. 


f52  Wheat  Support  Announced 


Wheat  price  "support  for  the  '52  crop  has  "been  set  at  a  national 
average  of  $2.20  a  "bushel  to  farmers.    Last  year's  average  was  $2.18. 

Loans  and  purchase  agreements  covering  the  1952  crop  are  available 
through  local  lending  agencies  or  from  Production  and  Marketing  Administra- 
tion County  Committees.    Loans  will  "be  available  through  January  1952,  and 
will  mature  April  30,  1953  or  earlier  on  demand. 

Looking  /head  on  Seed  Needs  .  . 

Sometime  ago  we  mentioned  the  survey  of  estimated  grass  and  legume 
seed  needs  then  in  progress.    Purpose  of  the  survey  was  to  look  ahead  as 
far  as  1958  and  help  anticipate  the  need  for  grass  and  legume  seeds  of  va- 
rious kinds  and  provide  and  encourage  programs  that-  would  assure  ample  pro- 
duction of  adapted  and  improved  seeds  to  help  accomplish  conservation  and 
production  objectives.  .  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  survey's  findings. 

Just  Out 

"Control  of  Dutch  Elm  Disease  and  Elm  Phloem  Necrosis"  is  the 
title  of  a  leaflet  Just  released  "by  the  Department.    It's  11  pages  on  how 
to  recognize  these  two  diseases ,  how  they  can  he  diagnosed,  first  aid  steps 
and  preventative  measures  that  help  in  controlling  them.    A  copy  is  yours 
for  the  asking. 

Those  of  you  interested  in  offering  it  may  do  so  on  this  basis: 
Upon  getting  requests  from  your  listeners,  address  a  3  X  5"  ungummed  paper 
(not  cardboard  please)  label  to  each  of  those  requesting  the  leaflet.  In- 
clude in  the  lower  left-band  corner  of  that  label  "1-329". . .indicating  the 
request  is  for  Leaflet  329.    Send  those  labels  on  to  me  and  we'll  take  care 
of  the  rest.    Bulletins  go  directly  to  your  listeners. 

Stitch  In  Time 

Two  Department  scientists  left  last  week  on  a  round-the-world 
Point  k  mission  to  look  for  ways  of  protecting  Western  Hemisphere  coffee 
trees  from  Oriental  plant  diseases.    Diseases  such  as  those  that  have  re- 
duced exports  of  once  leading  coffee -growing  centers  in  Africa  and  the  Far 
East  to  their  present  negligible  size. 

So  far  the  coffee  growers  of  Brazil,  Colombia,  El  Salvador, 
Guatemala,  Mexico  and  Costa  Bica  have  not  been  bothered  by  these  diseases... 
probably  largely  a  matter  of  luck.    For  that  reason  it  is  expected  that 
this  mission  will  be  closely  watched  in  many  countries  of  the  Western  Hemis- 
phere., by  the  United  States,  which  uses  more  coffee  than  all  the  rest  of  the 
world  combined,  and  by  Latin  America,  which  produces  more  than  85  percent 
of  the  world's  coffee. 

Cover  Crops  Continued 

The  campaign  for  encouraging  greater  plantings  of  cover  crops, 
where  advisable,  is  definite  now.    Mobilization  committees  will  have  infor- 
mation on  it  soon. 


Interested  In  Bloat? 


Jack  Timmons,  Carl  Herzman,  Sandy  Saunders  and  several  other  RFD*s 
indicated  an  interest  in  the  problem  of  legume  pasture  "bloat,  while  attend- 
ing the  RFD  meeting.    Enclosed  is  "Importance  of  Legumes  in  Dairy  Pastures " 
a  talk  given  "by  Dr,  Hogdson,  BDI,  on  June  25.    It  includes  a  goodly  bit  of 
information  on  the  "bloat  problem  as  the  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry  sees  it. 
Note  also  the  work  being  done  at  the  University  of  California, 

Also  enclosed  are  two  other  stories  of  possible  interest, ,, "New 
Uses  of  DEEA  Records "  and  "Milk  for  the  Future  and  How  to  Get  It," 

On  Grass  Silage 

Another  subject  that  many  of  you  EFD's  are  indicating  interest  in 
these  days  is  the  subject  of  grass  silage.    Just  out,  and  enclosed,  is  "ifeklng 
and  Feeding  Trench  and  Stack  Silage"  a  k  page  release  on  the  Bureau  of  Dairy 
Industry's  findings  on  ensiling  procedure,  building  trench  silos,  making 
stack  silos,  etc.    Think  it'll  answer  a  lot  of  the  questions  that  you  have 
shown  interest  in.    Your  attention  is  called  to  one  correction  in  the  data,,, 
second  paragraph  on  page  h  gives  the  weight  of  silage  as  10  pounds  per  cubic 
foot,  it  should  read  ^0  pounds  per  cubic  foot. 

Wage  Stabilization  Removal 

As  of  June  30  and  the  signing  of  the  newly  amended  Defense  Pro- 
duction Act  by  the  President  all  agricultural  workers  are  exempt  from  wage 
stabilization  regulations.    Might  mention,  however,  that  information  passed 
on  to  us  by  the  Wage  Stabilization  Board  mentions  that  employees  of  news- 
papers, and  radio  and  television  stations  continue  under  wage  controls. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

ABC  American  Farmer,,, Saturdays  12;30  to  1:00  EDT,    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  Ted  Eutchcroft  and  Bob  Crom*    July  19  special  feature  observes 
beginning  of  Farm  Safety  Week,    July  26  broadcast  tells  the  story  of  Federal 
Crop  Insurance  with  John  W,  Brainard,  Mgr,  FCIC. 

CBS  Farm  News, . .Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  EDT.    Claude  Mahoney  with 
news  and  features  from  Washington, 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. ,, Saturdays  1:00  to  1:30  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen,    July  19  feature    highlights  beginning  of 
National  Farm  Safety  Week  from  station  KFYR,  Biemark,  N.  D.    Robert  McLeod 
interviews  W,  A,  Plath,  State  Chairman  of  Farm  Safety  Week  in  North  Dakota; 
Milton  Westgard;  Olaf  Undedahl;  Warren  Johnson;  and  Don  Erlckson.    July  26 
feature  originates  in  Clemson,  S.  C.,  with  Sam  Reck,  New  Jersey;  Francis 
Byrnes,  Ohio;  Rex  Brown,  Colorado;  William  Calkins,  California;  George 
Round,  Nebraska;  Glen  Rutledge,  Mississippi;  and  S.  C.  Stribling  of  Clemson, 
S,  C,  summarizing  U.  S.  crop  conditions  from  the  Agricultural  College 
Editors  Meeting. 

NATIONAL  VEGETABLE  WEEK,  July  31  to  August  9 


Appropriation  Passed 


The  Department's  1953  Appropriation  Act  has  "been  passed  and  signed, 
A  part  of  the  Act  directs  a  10  percent  reduction  in  funds  for  personnel  per- 
forming a  number  of  information  functions  including  radio  and  television. 

However,  this  year's  Act  exempts  from  the  cut,  services  for  "both 
single  station  and  network  programs  while  last  year's  hill  exempted  only 
services  for  network  programs  such  as  the  "Farm,  and  Home  Hour," 

Cn  this  point  the  1953  Appropriation  Act  (House  Report  No,  2hkl, 
82nd  Congress)  says:    "The  purpose  of  these  amas&*fiente  is  to  permit  the  De- 
partment to  provide  the  same  service  for  individual,  non-network  radio  pro- 
grams as  is  provided  for  the  Farm  and  Home  Hour  and  similar  programs," 

The  individual  station  and  network  exemptions  are  for  "both  radio 
and  television.    However,  as  you  may  blow,  the  Office  of  Information  does 
not  have  funds  appropriated  for  a  television  information  operation  as  it 
does  for  radio, 

The  single  station  exemption  may  enable  us  to  put  the  Letter  "back 
on  a  weekly  "basis,  or  arrange  more  recording  services  for  RFD's,  or  plan 
some  other  requested  service.    We'll  know  more  about  this  later. 


Boh  Nance,  WIOU,  mentions  plans  for  taking  20  farmers  to  Europe 
to  visit  8  countries  soon.    Dana  Reynolds  of  Mutual  Security  Administration 
tells  me  that  our  Jack  Jackson,  KCMO;  Sam  Schneider,  KVOO;  Larry  Haeg, 
WCCO;  and  Claude  Mahoney,  CBS,  are  all  hack  in  this  country  after  their 
tour  of  European  agriculture, 

RED  Picture 

Prints  have  been  mailed  to  those" of  you  ordering  pictures  of 
the  group  attending  the  RFD  meeting  here  last  month.    RFD's  still  wanting 
prints  can  get  them  hy  sending  orders  to  this  office.    Cost  is  sixty  cents 
per  print.    Checks  or  money  orders  should  he  made  payable  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States. 


ENCLOSES; 

Farm  Mobilization  Fact  Sheet  No,  11 
The  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 
Making  &  Feeding  Trench  and  Stack  Silage 
Estimate  of  use  of  Grass  &  Legume  Seeds,  '51,  '53  & 
Milk  for  the  Future  &  How  to  get  It 
Importance  of  Legumes  in  Dairy  Pastures 
Garden  &  Home  Food  Preservation  Facts  No. 
From  the  Dust  of  the  Earth- -AIB  No,  78 
Agriculture's  Capacity  to  Produce--AIB  No.  88 


Cordially, 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass 't  Director  of  Information 


for  Radio  and  Television 
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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


July  25,  1952 
Letter  No. 529 

Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 

On  Monday  or  Tuesday  we'll  "be  sending  you  a  tentative  program 
schedule  for  the  Sixth  International  Grassland  Congress  coming  up  at  Perm 
State,  State  College,  Pa.,  August  17  through  23.  Also  enclosed  -will  he  a 
registration  clank  and  a  tour  registration  "blank. t  .the  time  for  filing 
them  is  IMMEDIATELY,  There'll  "be  special  housing  accomodations  for  radio 
and  press  if  you'd  like  to  take  advantage  of  them  please  indicate  that  on 
your  registration. 


Recordings  From  Grasslands  Conference 

As  for  those  of  you  who  can't  get  away  to  attend  the  Congress 
Elton  Tait  and  members  of  our  staff  will  he  glad  to  do  all  possible  to  got 
any  recordings  you  want.    You  commercial  RFD's  and  Extension  Radio  Editors 
wanting  tapes  can  have  them  "by  sending  your  requests  and  tape  to  Elton 
Tait,  Extension  Farm  Radio,  Pennsylvania  State  College,  State  College,  Pa. 
Flease  state  the  number  of  minutes  you  want,  who,  and  what  topic,,  We'll 
he  making  some  standard  regional  programs  and  a  couple  of  general  programs 
that  will  he  adaptable  for  the  country  as  a  whole •    They'll  probably  run 
about  7  minutes.    If  you  prefer  those,  please  say  so. 

Report  from  AAACE  Meeting 

j 

Maynard  Speece  and  I  just  returned  from  the  AAACE  meeting  at 
Clemson,  S.  C.    Over  200  were  registered  from  about  k3  States  plus  a  num- 
ber of  foreign  countries.    Two  commercial  RFD's  were  on  hand., .Cliff  Gray, 
WSPA,  and  Sam  Schneider,  EV00.    Sam  spoke  on  "Where  We  Stand  on  Farm  Hadio. 

Enclosed  This  Week 

Farm  Mobilization  Fact  Sheet  No.  13  on  grain  conservation  and 
sanitation;  "Acreage  Goals  and  Crop  Prospects"  with  indicated  acreages 
and  production  as  compared  to  8 52  goals;  Garden  and  Home  Food  Preservation 
Facts  No.  17  with  tips  on  the  fall  garden;  and  the  Statistical  Summary. 
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Interview  at  Your  Door 

RFD's  interested  in  getting  a  first-hand  comparison  between  agri- 
culture in  Yugoslavia  and  here  in  the  Ua  S.  may  want  to  make  note  of  the 
itinerary  "being  followed  by  a  Yugoslav  delegation  traveling  in  Arkansas , 
Missouri,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin, 

The  delegation  is  led  by  Deputy  Minister  of  Agriculture  for 
Yugoslavia,  Dragoslav  Mutapovic.    Their  guide,  so-to-speak,  will  be  Ernie 
Ryall,  county  agent  from  Kenosha,  Wisconsin,  former  president  of  the  Nation- 
al Association  of  County  Agricultural  Agents. 

Tentative  plans  are  for  the  group  to  visit  USDA  agency  offices... 
PMA,  Extension,  FCA,  and  an  REA  co-op  in  Little  Bock,  Arkansas,  on  Monkey, 
Tuesday,  and  Wednesday,  July  28-30.    The  remainder  of  the  week  will  be  spent 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  University  of  Arkansas  at  Fayetteville.    On  August 
5th -the  group  moves  to  Springfield,  Missouri,  to  spend  a  couple  days  visit- 
ing co-op  packing  plants  and  other  points  of  interest,    August  7  thru  9  will 
find  them  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  visiting  the  State  PMA  office  and  some  county 
PMA  offices;  while  August  10-14  will  find  them  in  Madison,  Wisconsin,  learn- 
ing of  experimental  work  on  corn  and  dairying  being  done  there  a3  well  as 
visiting  a  commercial  packing  plant.    We'll  include  more  about  the  group's 
further  itinerary  in  the  next  issue. 

I  feel  sure  that  P.FD's  interested  in  getting  the  story  will  find 
it  worthwhile  contacting  the  group. 

Radioactive  DDT  Monitors  Mosquitoes 

Use  of  radioactive  DDT  is  giving  researchers  clues  to  more  effec- 
tive ways  to  kill  mosquitoes  and  other  insect  pests.    By  using  the  radio-, 
active  chemical  entomologists  can  measure  the  amount  of  DDT  absorbed  "by  the 
insects.    They  can  also  measure  the  extent  to  which  insects  have  become  re- 
sistant to  DDT  and  the  killing  power  of  DDT  under  varying  conditions. 

Previous  experiments  have  indicated  that  mosquitoes  from  areas 
which  have  been  treated  frequently  with  DDT  have  developed . resistance  to 
the  chemical.    This  was  confirmed  in  tests  when  resistant  larvae  absorbed 
more  than  6  times  as  much  radioactive  DDT  as  nonresistant  larvae  of  the  sane 
species,  yet  20  percent  fewer  resistant  larvae  died.    When  DDT  was  used  in 
a  lighter  dosage,  resistant  larvae  absorbed  twice  as  much  of  the  chemical 
as  nonresistant  ones,  with  only. 11  percent  mortality,  compared  with  10Q 
percent  mortality  for  the  nonresistant  larvae. 

Drive  to  Eradicate  Vesicular  Exanthema 

As  yet  we  have  no  further  word  on  the  drive  to  wipe  out  the  com-  . 
paratively  new  hog  disease  vesicular  exanthema  other  than  that  sent  you  in 
USDA  release  1558-52  last  week.    During  the  last  few  weeks  the  di&ease . bas 
been  found  in  Alabama,  Arizona,  Idaho,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Missouri,  Nebraska, 
New  Jersey,  Oregon,  South  Dakota,  Utah,  Washington  and  Wyoming, 
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Excerpt  of  Interest 

From  a  talk  on  use  of  insecticides  given  "by  Dave  Hall  of  the  De- 
partment's Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  last  month  comes  this 
information  that  may  come  in  handy  as  a  reference: 

In  covering  the  subject  of  how  dangerous  insecticides  are  to  human 
"beings  and  desirable  insects,  he  pointed  out  that  "bee  colonies  are  not  af- 
fected by  DDT  applied  in  the  fields.    We  recommend  that  insecticides  should 
not  be  applied  to  crops  in  full  bloom,  however,  because  it  might  affect 
worker  bees. 

"With  proper  information,  we  feel  that  farmers  and  gardeners  can 
and  will  use  these  new  chemicals  without  harming  themselves,  their  crops, 
their  soils,  or  wildlife.    But  the  public  must  be  info-rmed  that  overdosage 
is  dangerous,  that  carelessness  may  cause  difficulty,  and  that  timing  is 
important, 

"All  these  insecticides  are  thoroughly  investigated  and  tested 
before  they  are  released  for  farm  use.    To  date,  we  have  no  evidence  of  any 
human  being  dying  or  even  becoming  seriously  ill,  through  consumption  of 
food  protected  by  insecticides  from  damage  by  insects  or  plant  diseases. 
DDT  is  not  the  human  killer  many  people  think  it  is.    Recently,  Dr.  F.  F. 
Heyroth,  Assistant  Director  of  the  University  of  Cincinnati's  Kettering  In- 
stitute, said  "No  deaths  ever  have  been  recorded  that  can  be  attributed  to 
DDT  in  a  clear-cut  fashion."    The  most  exhaustive  studies  on  the  toxicology 
of  DDT  and  other  new  insecticides  have  been  conducted  by  the  scientists  in 
this  Institute. 

"The  key  to  this  situation  lies  in  bringing  to  the  attention  of 
the  public  the  importance  of  reading  the  label  on  every  package  of  insec- 
ticide they  buy.    This  label  must,  by  law,  tell  exactly  what  is  in  the 
package,  the  insects  the  insecticide  is  most  effective  against,  how  the  for- 
mulation should  be  applied  and  in  what  amounts,  and  the  precautions  to  be 
followed,  if  any.    Like  modern  medicines,  these  new  insecticides  are  re- 
markably  effective  when  used  according  to  direct ions --and  possibly  harmful, 
even  dangerous — in  overdose  amounts." 

Point  IV  Info 

The  Point  h  radio  staff  is  continuing  to  fill  requests  for  its 
radio  production  kit.    Documentary  scripts,  undated  feature  material,  back- 
ground pamphlets,  promotional  photos  and  state-wide  technician  lists  are 
the  basic  ingredients  of  this  package.    It's  yours  by  sending  the  request 
blank  supplied  in  RFD  Letter  No.  525,  or  by  writing  to:    Public  Affairs 
Staff ,  Technical  Cooperation  Administration,  Department  of  State,  Washington 
25,  D.  C. 

'51  Crops  Under  Support 

Final  figures  show  that  farmers  put  about  15  percent  less  small 
grains  and  related  '51  crops  under  price  support  than  in  1950,    1951  total 
was  271  million  bushels;  I95O  total  was  319  million. 
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Most  From  Summer  Pastures 

Ted  Hutchcrof t ,  our  summer  trainee1,  went  in  search  of  hints  for 
getting  the  most  from  summer  grazingo    Eere-'s  what  he  found: 

Pasture  management  is,  of  course,  important  in  long,  hot,  dry 
"spells."   Farmers  who  save  some  of  their  permanent  pasture  for  late  sum- 
mer and  fall  grazing  are  money  ahead  in  the  longrun. 

The  Dairy  Industry  people  suggest  that  clipping  pastures  is  a 
good  way  to  "bring  them  hack  to  life"  when  they've  grown  old  and  tough. 
Small  grain  crops  can  "be  seeded  in  the  fall  for  late  fall  and  early  spring 
Grazing.    Light,  sandy  soils  are  "best  for  this  off-season  grazing,    In  the 
South,  such  soils  call  for  ryegrass  and  crimson  clover,  or  seedings  of  small 
grain  crops'  3,  ike  oats,  rye  wheat  or  barley,  with  crimson  clover,  vetch  or 
lespedeza  are  very  ef fective.    In  the  North,  the  use  of  these  crops  is  more 
limited,  but  they  provide  two  or  three  weeks  of  excellent  fall  grazing. 

However,  fall  seeded  crops  that  are  to  be  harvested  for  grain, 
should  not  be  pastured  very  heavily  in  the  fall  or  spring. 

Cover  crops  are  oftentimes'  good  off-season  pastures0    Their  use, 
with  the  emphasis  .of  the  coming  campaign,-  can  lengthen  the  pasture  season 
in  most  parts  of  the  country.    Certainly  a  few  extra  weeks  of  fall  pasture, 
plus  some  early  pasture  in  the  spring,  will  help  meet  the  19>2«53  produo- ' 
tion  goals.  '  * ' 

Why  is  Soil  Saving  Not  Adopted? 

Four  major  reasons  were  listed  by  farmers  in  a  recent' cooperative 
survey  done .^by  the  Iowa  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  and  the  Department.  • 
(1)  Mortgage  debts  and  high  operating  and  living  costs  make  it  necessary 
to  borrow  money  to  establish  these  practices.     (2)  Many  rental  agreements 
do  not  provide  for. sharing  costs  of  soil  conservation  with  owners.     (3) : 
Many  fanners . do  hot  expect  to  live  on  their  farms  very  long  (renters  with 
short-term  agreements  and  owners  who  expect  to  sell  or  retire  so  soon  that 
they  could  not  benefit  from  these  practices).    (4)  If  these  soil  saving 
practices  were  established,  farmers  would  have  to  change  their  major  farm 
enterprise. 

Details  have  been  sent  in  USDA  1573-52. 

Sorry,  Wrong  Number 

Emmmm.    Subtract  82  and  a  quarter  million  acres,  the  estimated 
corn  cropfor  '52,  from  89  million,  the  acreage  goal  for  '52,  and  conven- 
tional mathematicians  come  up  with  the  answer  that  present  estimates- fall 
short  by  6-3 A  million  acres.    Not  being  conventional  it  seems  we  came  up 
with  7-3/k  last  issue.    Secondly,  this  year's  anticipated  yield  of  3  billion 
365  million  bushels  is  1+00  million  above  last  year--not  h  million.    (Do  we 
hear  any  volunteers  to  teach  a  refresher  course  in  night  school  math?) 
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Move  To  Stop  Snails 

Yesterday  the  Department  proposed  regulations  to  keep  the  giant 
African  snails  and  other  destructive  species  of  terrestrial  or  fresh-water 
mollusks  from  invading  the  United  States  from  foreign  countries  and  to  keep 
an  infestation  of  the  giant  African  snail  in  Guam  from  spreading  to  the 
U.  S.,  its  territories,  or  possessions. 

The  giant  snail,  against  which  the  proposed  regulations  are  prin- 
cipally directed,  is  bi -sexual.    A  solitary  specimen  is  able  to  establish 
a  new  infestation.    It  is  large -bodied- -sometimes  developing  a  shell  6  in- 
ches long--and  has  a  gluttonous  appetite.    Where  extremely  abundant,  as  in 
some  of  the  South .Pacific  Islands,  the  snail  can  be  very  destructive  to  . 
vegetation,  including  garden  crops.    It  is  also  a  nuisance  about  the  home, 
climbing  over  trees,  crawling  on  lawns,  or  burrowing  in  rubbish.    In  some 
heavily  infested  areas,  it  constitutes  a  driving  hazard  on  highways.  Com- 
plaints have  been  received  of  its  presence  in  huge  numbers  on  airfield 
landing  strips.    The  snails  die  off  rapidly  and  the  odor  of  their  decaying 
bodies  is  obnoxious, 

'53  Wheat  Goals  Announced  '■  \  \  . 

Last  week  you  were  sent,  in  USDA  release  15^2-^2,  details  of  the 
announcement  of  '53  production  goals  for  wheat  and  other  fall-seeded  crops . 
The  wheat  goal  is  about  8  percent  below  the  acreage  planted  for  harvest 
this  year.    Specialists  tell  us  the  goal  is  still  on  the  side  of  abuiUance 
but  will  allow  farmers  to  increase  acreages  of .feed  grains  and  grassland 
next  year.  .  ■.  .  , 

MBS  Special  Observance 

Noticed  in  the  Tuesday  July  22  issue  of  Radio-Television  Daily 
that  a  special  salute  to  the  American  farm  family  is  being  planned  by  the 
Mutual  Broadcasting  System  August  17-23, 

MBS  "Man  On  the  Farm"  plus  special  programs  will  feature  leaders 
in  industry,  farm,  and  government  in  paying  tribute  to  farmers'  contribu- 
tions to  American  life. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .Saturdays  1:00  to  1:30  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.    August  2  broadcast  features  a  "Food  Guide 
for  Older  Folks"  with  Ken  Gapen  interviewing  Rosalind  Lifquist  of  the  De- 
partment's Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics.    August  9  features 
Mt-s.  Lenore  Sater  Thye,  also  of  the  Department's  BHN&HE,  telling  the  story 
of  "Expansible  Farm  Houses." 

ABC  American  Farmer. ., Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  EDT.    "Top  of  The 
Farm  News"  with  Ted  Hutchcroft  and  Bob  Crom.    August  2  feature  outlines 
ways  of  "Beating  the  Seasonal  Price  Slump"  on  farm  crops  with  Elmer  Kruse, 
Assistant  Administrator  for  Commodity  Operations  in  PMA.    August  9  broad- 
cast features  plans  for  helping  egg  producers  "beat  the  heat," 
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CBS  Farm  News ...  Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  EDT.    Claude  Mahoney  with 
news  and  features  from  Washington. 

Among  Ourselves 

Former  NARFD  President  Roy  Battles,  WEW,  is  now  a  Washingtonian. 
As  of  last  Tuesday  he?s  assistant  to  the  master  of  the  National  Grange.  His 
successor  at  WLW  has  not  yet  been  announced. 

Winners  of  the  annual  KDKA  Agricultural  Scholarships  at  Perm 
State,  West  Virginia  University,  and  Ohio  State  University  have  "been  an- 
nounced by  Homer  Martz.    Respectively,  they  are  William  S.  Griffith,  John- 
stown, Pa.;  Stanley  Smith,  Wayne,  West  Virginia;  and  John  A,  Studebaker, 
Tipp  City,  Ohio.    Griffith  is  now  working  at  KDKA.  with  Ecmer  during  the 
summer  months  * 

Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Ass't  Director  of  Information 

ENCLOSURES :  for  Radio  and  Television 

Statistical  Summary 

Acreage  Goals  &  Crop  Prospects 

Farm  Mobilization  Fact  Sheet  No.  13 

Garden  and  Home  Food  Preservation  Facts  No.  17 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Special  Issue 
Letter  No, 
July  31,  19^2 


530 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


As  mentioned  in  last  Friday's  RFD  Letter  No.  529,  enclosed  is 
a  copy  of  the  tentative  program  for  the  Sixth  International  Grassland 
Congress.    Also  enclosed  is  a  reservation  application  for  the  tours 
starting  on  August  2k*    I'm  sure  you'll  find  the  meetings  and  exhibits 
worth  your  while ♦ 

As  for  those  of  you  who  can't  get  away  to  attend  the  Congress 
I  repeat,  we'll  do  all  we  can  to  get  any  recordings  you  may  want.  Elton 
Tait,  Extension  Radio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ted  Hutchcroft,  summer  trainee 
on  our  staff,  will  he  working  together  to  fill  your  recording  requests. 
Tapes,  plus  detailed  description  as  to  topic,  talent  and  time,  should  "be 
sent  to  Elton  Tait  at  Penn  State,  State  College,  Pa, 


Advance  on  Yearbook 


Just  out  is  word  that  the  1952  Agricultural  yearbook  on  "Insects" 
will  "be  released  August  2h*    Although  neither  an  announcement  about  the 
book  nor  material  from  it  can  be  used  on  the  air  before  that  date,  advance 
review  copies  can  be  sent  RFD's  upon  request.    Review  copies  are  expected 
to  be  ready  for  mailing  about  August  12th.    If  you  want  one,  address  your 
request  to  Radio  and  TV  Service,  USDA,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 


Plum  Island  Location  for  F&M  Lab 


USDA  release  1609-52  brought  you  the  announcement  that  Plum 
Island,  N.  Y.  has  definitely  been  selected  as  the  site  for  the  Foot  and 
Mouth  Research  Laboratory  and  details  of  the  hearing  held  on  it.  Enclosed 
are  some  more  details  on  the  lab, . • . ♦ nature  of  the  research,  safety 
features  included,  etc. 

Want  TV  Labels 


One  problem  arising  out  of  some  of  our  marketing  television  pro- 
gram research  has  been  an  almost  inevitable  spotting  of  commercial  brand 
labels  in  shows  when  using  products  out  of  stores  to  illustrate  a  point. 


To  avoid  giving  an  unfair  advantage  or  disadvantage  to  any  "brand, 


either  by  exclusion  or  inclusion  in  a  program,  and  yet  have  labels  which 
are  realistic  and  typical  of  those  found  in  stores,  information  represent- 
atives of  interested  USDA  agencies  discussed  with  us  various  possible 
solutions  to  this  problem.    The  Production  and  Jterketing  Administration 
offered  to  look  into  the  problem  and  assume  the  job  of  getting,  if 
possible,  a  completely  adequate  but  commercially  neutral  type  of  label 
for  canned,  dried,  frozen,  and  other  packaged  foods.    PMA  is  absorbing 
much  of  the  cost  of  the  project  carried  on  in  cooperation  with  the  Label 
l&nufacturers  National  Association  and  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration. 

One  kit  of  such  labels  has  already  b-»en  sent  to  State  Extension 
editors  and  consumer  education  folks.    If  others  of  you  want  them,  just 
let  us  know. 


Enclosures: 

Tentative  Program' for  Sixth 

Intn'l.  Grassland  Congress 
Reservation  Application  for  Tours 
Foot -and -Mouth  Disease  Research  Lab 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


